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Food for Thought 
 

By Senior Pastor Bill Jones 

The Lenten season may not be the longest season in the church year, but it 
is one of the most important seasons, if not the most important season. It is a time 
for spiritual preparation through repentance and growth in faith for Easter. It is a 
time of the church year when the passion and death of our Savior Christ comes into 

focus. It begins with a special day of repentance, Ash Wednesday, and ends in the depth of sorrow and trag-
edy on Good Friday. The name of the season, Lent, does not reflect the mood or message of the season. It is 
an old Anglo-Saxon word, Lencten or Lenchthen, which means the lengthening of the days as spring appears. 

In earlier times Lent was a solemn season. People ate no meat, fish, cheese, butter, eggs, or milk and 
used no lard in cooking. Until 1863 England had a law forbidding these foods during Lent. Violators could be 
fined or imprisoned. Only the sick and infirm were excused. Brightly colored clothes, games, parties, and fes-
tivities were forbidden. But the days just before Lent were another matter! Shrove Tuesday is the day before 
Ash Wednesday. “Shrove” referred to the shriving or cleansing of sins by going to confession on this day. On 
the other hand, it was a day of feasting and for carnival. For many European countries the time before Lent 
was carnival time with parades, dances, games, sports, antics, and wild revels. Mardi Gras, literally fat Tues-
day, was a feast day before Ash Wednesday. Now Mardi Gras is a pre-lenten carnival celebrated in parts of 
Europe, Latin America, and North America. New Orleans is famous for its Mardi Gras: Just after Epiphany, 
January 6, festivities begin with balls and parades and continue until the early hours of Ash Wednesday 
morning – one last blowout before the season of denial. The Germans had “fasching,” or “Fasch Night.” It 
was a time to use up their store of fat which was forbidden during Lent. Thus, many Germans used up the 
fat by making doughnuts on Shrove Tuesday, and the English specialized in pancakes. 

Shrovetide is the English name for the three or four days before Lent. The name comes from the word 
shrive, to confess one’s sins and receive absolution. Christians were expected to prepare for Lent by being 
shriven. But Shrovetide was also a time to clear the house of foods forbidden during Lent.  In England, 
Shrove Tuesday is known as Pancake Day. Pancakes are thought to be a good way to get in the eggs and fat 
that faithful church people were supposed to give up for Lent. Legend has it that the Olney race started in 
1445 when a housewife, dashing to get to church on time, arrived at the service clutching in her hand a 
frying pan with a pancake still in it. Several years ago, the Associated Press carried 
a story about a woman in Olney, named Dawn Gallyot who defied snow and a 
biting wind to beat seven other women to the finish line in the annual 
Shrove Tuesday pancake race. In her first race, the 38-year-old school-
teacher made the 415-yard dash from a pub in the market square to 
the Church of St. Peter and St. Paul with a pancake and a frying pan 
in her hand in 73 seconds. That was 9.5 seconds slower than the 
previous year’s pace. Each woman must flip a pancake in the fry-
ing pan at the start and at the finish of the race. The record is 
58 seconds. Mrs. Gallyot reportedly wore a traditional headscarf 
and apron, but opted for modern running shoes.  

Since Shrove Tuesday this year falls on the second Tuesday in February when we will have Messy Church, 
we are planning a special Shrove Tuesday “Messy Church,” complete with pancakes, turkey sausage and ap-
ples for dinner – and pancake races!  So everyone come! 

Throughout the years, Lent has become associated with fasting and denial. Even today many people talk 
about giving up something during Lent. Some stop eating meat. Some give up coffee. For others it’s choco-
late or desserts. And that’s all well and good, but the real intent of Lent is that should we look within. We 
should change our hearts and not our diets. That’s what Jesus means when he talks about fasting – When 
you fast, don’t put on a sad face, like the hypocrites. They distort their faces so people will know they are 
fasting. I assure you that they have their reward (Matthew 6:16). God doesn’t want an outward display from 
us. God doesn’t want us to change our eating habits. God wants us to change our hearts. That’s food for 
thought! 
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Thoughts from Kay 
 

By Associate Pastor Kay Barré 
 

Messy Church is going strong, as you may know.  What you may not know (or you may 
guess!) is that the hardest part of getting started was convincing people that we wanted to 
have something “Messy”.   

Who likes messiness?  Well, kids do.  Kids are naturally messy.  The make noise, and drop 
crumbs, and sometimes create disasters in their wake.  I found this letter online, written by 
Rev. Dan Claire, rector of the Church of the Resurrection in Washington, DC, to his congrega-
tion, and wanted to share it with you. 

“Little kids keep coming to church!!! What are we to do? 

It’s easy to fall into an entertainment mindset when you come to Sunday worship. After all, 
we rightly expect theater-goers to silence their phones and conversations so that everyone 
might enjoy the show. Why not at church? Isn’t it thoughtless and rude for parents to bring 
their crying babies and rambunctious kids into our worship services? 

Not at all. 

While liturgical worship can be beautiful and transcendent, we mustn’t come expecting to be 
entertained. Instead, we ought to gather for worship expecting first to love God with all our 
heart, soul, mind, and strength and then to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

We should expect neighbors of different ethnicities in worship. Expect neighbors in all differ-
ent circumstances and moods and spiritual conditions. Expect neighbors of different ages, with 
varying levels of control over their bodies. Expect neighbors with different aesthetic sensibilities, 
especially in terms of hands clapping, arms raising, and booties shaking. Love all these neigh-
bors as yourself. They’re God’s children and your brothers and sisters. Instead of expecting to 
be entertained, expect a family gathering — God’s family gathering (which often can be quite 
entertaining). 

Believe it or not, many of us were young children once. Young children need instruction in 
the Lord. This entails Sunday School lessons and "Jesus Loves Me" songs. It also means hours 
and hours of time in worship, watching their older brothers and sisters model what it means to 
love God and neighbor. 

Teaching kids joy and reverence and kindness in worship is everyone’s responsibility. Chil-
dren are a blessing, not only to their parents, but to all of us, because of what they teach us 
about our Father, and what they require of us as older brothers and sisters. 

Trust me. Parents with young children are very aware — often painfully so — when their 
kids aren’t behaving like adults. In fact, some parents are so anxious about their kids’ behavior 
that they stop coming to church at all. This is a terrible shame, because it deprives us all of the 
blessing of kids in worship. Rarely is a rambunctious kid a sign of “deeper problems at home.” 
Usually it’s completely normal, as kids are simply not being adults. 

Teaching kids to worship (rather than just sit still and “behave”) is hard work. Please love 
the families around you (especially the parents of noisy or rambunctious kids!) and encourage 
them in this. A smile can do a lot to let them know of your support and thankfulness for them. 

Each Sunday, remember Jesus’ words: “Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, 
for to such belongs the kingdom of God.” Mark 10:14.”   

What a gift it is to be part of the very messy body of Christ! 

Blessings, 

Pastor Kay 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__iamtotallythatmom.blogspot.com_2013_05_dear-2Dparents-2Dwith-2Dyoung-2Dchildren-2Din.html&d=CwMFaQ&c=cnx1hdOQtepEQkpermZGwQ&r=kaAUPcZhpO1MvBc6jwa0VBiGZWXka6ART1tFuyQjLfc&m=BhuISL4CCDaKesM6TV8W5HmRdH3Hbu2reiW
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An Irish Postcard 

Confirmation 2016 
Confirmation is an important step in the faith of a young person.  It’s a time of reflection, questioning, 

exploring and finally answering the question, “Who is God to me?”  There are no perfect or easy answers.  It 
isn’t about memorizing facts or learning to recite passages, but about young people discovering their own 
journeys of faith.  

Youth 8th grade and older and who have not been confirmed and their parents are invited to attend our 
Confirmation information session on Wednesday night, February 17 at 6:00 p.m.  There will be dinner provid-

ed for all that evening, and we’ll learn about the confirmation program.   
Classes begin TWO weeks afterwards on Wednesday, March 2 and run 
through May 4, with two weeks off for Holy Week and Spring Break.  We’ll 
start each class Wednesday night class with supper at 5:30 p.m., and begin 
promptly at 6:00 p.m.   Confirmation Sunday will be Pentecost, May 15.    

For more information, contact Andy Glascott (229-1771 ext 259) or  
aglascott@williamsburgumc.org or Kay Barre (229-1771 ext 261) or 
kbarre@williamsburgumc.org. 

The Irish have a curious mix of views of religion, 
probably best summed up as a respectful irrever-
ence.  Look up the early seasons of Ballykissangel 
on Youtube to see what I mean.  Down the years 
the churches have run the vast majority of schools 
and been highly influential in society – it’s said that 
the Catholic Bishops wrote the Republic of Ireland’s 
Constitution.  Humor has always had its place and 
use, often poking fun at established religion.  

While much of that influence has been good, 
“religion” was also used to justify some of the vio-
lence and terrorism of The Troubles in Northern Ire-
land.  I remember all too well what it was like to 
walk the streets of Belfast and be searched going 
into a shopping mall, seeing the British Army patrol-
ling the streets and knowing police officer’s families 
who had to check under their vehicle every morning 
for booby-trap bombs.  

Thankfully, things have moved on and events 
l i k e  t h e  F o u r  C o r n e r s  F e s t i v a l 
(www.4cornersfestival.com) are doing marvel-
ous things in the name of the Prince of Peace to 
break down the sectarian barriers.  It has taken 
years for those barriers, put up very quickly and en-
trenched by fear and misunderstanding, to start to 
come down, and it will take a generation or two 
more for them to be fully removed. 

Here in the US I see old barriers that still exist 
and a real risk of new ones being put up as more 
and more rhetoric is spouted in the political arena. 
Fear and ignorance are being trumpeted as the way 
forward.  Christ calls us to counter that, to speak up 
for the marginalized and victimized, to be a bell 
ringing clear and loud for truth and justice.  

Throughout February the bell at First Baptist 
Church on Scotland Street will ring out for the first 
time in many years.  You can find out more on 
www.letfreedomringchallenge.org.  The tagline 
on the website is “Proclaim your belief in freedom 
and equality by ringing the bell”.  As the youth 
group at WUMC we’ll be taking our turn to ring the 
bell, to speak out for freedom and equality.  You 
can’t have one without the other.  

I write this just before I go to Ireland for a cou-
ple of weeks.  The media there will still have reports 
of the barriers put up in the past that people are 
working hard to break down.  As Black History 
Month approaches, let’s take the opportunity to let 
freedom and equality for all ring out and learn.  And 
as we do, let’s drive out fear and ignorance and 
welcome again peace and understanding.  

Grace and Peace to you, 
Andy Glascott, WUMC Youth Director 

mailto:aglascott@williamsburgumc.org
mailto:kbarre@williamsburgumc.org
file:///C:/Users/Lkoch/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/5JVIDUX9/www.4cornersfestival.com
http://www.letfreedomringchallenge.org
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With Cindy Freeman’s approaching retirement after twenty-six years as di-
rector of the Early Childhood Music School, the ECMS Board and faculty have 
planned an especially memorable Sweetheart Banquet.  The deadline for or-
dering tickets is Sunday, February 7.   Call Donna:  (757) 291-9082.  Tick-
ets are $35 per person and proceeds benefit Elliot’s Song, the school’s out-
reach ministry.   

If you have never attended this event, you’ve missed an elegant evening of 
delicious catered cuisine and enchanting entertainment.  You can expect the 
2016 Banquet to be extra special!  So, invite your sweetheart and your friends! 

Safe Sanctuaries 
The Bible talks a lot about caring for “widows and orphans,” because, in Biblical times, widows and or-

phans were among the most vulnerable members of society.  In our day, God still calls us to special concern 
for the vulnerable.  One way we as the church respond to this call is with our Safe Sanctuaries practices.  
Safe Sanctuaries is the name for the policies and practices we implement to help protect children, youth, and 
vulnerable adults from abuse or mistreatment or neglect.  

Attending to Safe Sanctuaries policies helps ensure that WUMC is a welcoming and safe place for all per-
sons, and especially for the most vulnerable.  Safe Sanctuaries also helps protect volunteers and staff both 
from unwarranted suspicion and from finding themselves in difficult situations with too few responsible adults 
available to help.  Safe Sanctuaries gives parents and caregivers confidence that their children and loved 
ones will be safe when participating in church-related activities.  

The United Methodist Church requires all churches to develop and implement Safe Sanctuaries policies 
and to regularly inform and train volunteers and staff in Safe Sanctuaries practices.  

In cooperation with the York River District, WUMC will host a Safe Sanctuaries training for everyone who 
works with children, youth, or vulnerable adults and for all persons with responsibility for overseeing these 
areas of the church’s ministry.  This February 27 training will be led by Joy Melton, a UM pastor and lawyer, 
who developed and wrote the Safe Sanctuaries materials used by the entire UMC and by many other denomi-
nations. 

As important as this training is for teachers and chaperones, it is equally important for trustees who han-
dle the church’s insurance, for ushers who may be the only ones to see children leaving worship by them-
selves for the restroom, and for weekday greeters and volunteers who are in a position to notice and look out 
for vulnerable persons in the building outside of Sunday morning.  At WUMC, this training is recommended 
for anyone who helps with Messy Church, VBS, children’s or youth music or activities, Respite Care, MDO, 
ECMS, and other programs, along with parents, members of Church Council, trustees, ushers, and leaders of 
worship and outreach programs.  

Please register at the church office or online at the WUMC website under Upcoming Events (http://
www.williamsburgumc.org/#/upcoming-events/safe-sanctuaries-training).  WUMC is covering the 
$15 fee for everyone from WUMC who is able to participate. 

Extra Special Sweetheart Banquet 
Sixth Annual Sweetheart Banquet 

Friday, February 12 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org/#/upcoming-events/safe-sanctuaries-training
http://www.williamsburgumc.org/#/upcoming-events/safe-sanctuaries-training
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Human Trafficking and the Super Bowl 

and United Methodist Women 

Each year United Methodist Women across our country have been involved in a 
huge effort to intercept human traffickers at the Super Bowl, the largest venue where 
human trafficking occurs in the United States.    

This year United Methodist Women are forming an “Umbrella Line of Defense” 
around Levi Stadium near San Francisco.  Also, they will be opening umbrellas across 
San Francisco to raise awareness about human trafficking.   

United Methodist Women across the country have been asked to submit photos 
from their units to be connected with other pictures of United Methodist Women from 
across the country.  Several of our UMW circles took pictures, and they have been 
sent to be part of the Umbrella Defense against Human Trafficking at this year’s Su-
per Bowl.   

Williamsburg United Methodist Women 
February 2016 – UMW Circle Meetings 

OLIVE CASEY CIRCLE 
Monday, February 1 at 9:30 a.m. in the 

Church Den.  Debra Podish, Executive Direc-
tor at Hospice House and Support Care, will 
be the speaker. 

 

CLARKE/HERITAGE CIRCLE 
Tuesday, February 2 at 10:30 a.m. in Fel-

lowship Hall.   As a service project, we will 
clean the chairs in Fellowship Hall. 

 

JEAN CRAIG CIRCLE 
Tuesday, February 2 at 1:30 p.m. in the 

Activities Room at Brookdale (formerly Cham-
brel). 

 

SUSANNA WESLEY CIRCLE 
Wednesday, February 3 at 10:00 a.m. in 

Room 309.  Ruth Simpson will be in charge of 
the program. 

 

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE 
Monday, February 8 at 10:30 a.m. in Fel-

lowship Hall.  Members will pack vitamins for 
the upcoming Honduras medical mission trip. 

CAROL SCOTT CIRCLE 
Tuesday, February 9 at 1:00 p.m. in the 

Church Den.  Linda Graham is responsible for 
the program. 

 

SISTERS-IN-FAITH CIRCLE 
Tuesday, February 9 at 7:00 p.m. in 

Room 309.  Carol Dyke will talk about her 
mission trips to Cuba. 

 

WILLIAMSBURG LANDING CIRCLE 
Tuesday, February 16 at 10:30 a.m. in 

the Williamsburg Landing Main Building in the 
auditorium (on the kitchen side).  Ruth Simp-
son will present the program. 

 
 
IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

United Methodist Day  
at General Assembly  
February 4 in Richmond 

 
WUMW Board Meeting 

February 22 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 309 
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National Shut-In Visitation Day  
 

National Shut-In Visitation Day is celebrated on February 11.  A visit to a shut-in can make a positive dif-
ference in that person’s life.  Due to physical, mental and/or emotional reasons, some of our church members 
are no longer able to attend church.  Sometimes these people do not have family and friends available to visit 
and, as a result, lack companionship.  We may take for granted our freedom to be able to come to church 
and see old friends and make new ones; to take a walk outside and enjoy nature; to go shopping; or eat at a 
restaurant.  These are things most of our shut-ins are not able to experience.  A visit with them would bright-
en their day as we share church news, our experiences, or encourage them to tell us about themselves. 

The WUMC Shepherd’s Fold ministry reaches out to our homebound church members with monthly visits, 
delivering small arrangement made from our altar flowers, and providing church materials.  One way you can 
become more involved is by becoming a Shepherd’s Fold visitor.  The time commitment is small — we ask 
for, at a minimum, monthly visits – and you have the flexibility to schedule visits at your convenience.  This is 
a great opportunity to visit an old friend, meet someone new or, perhaps, create a new friendship all the 
while letting our homebound members know that they remain a part of their church family.  Another way you 
can assist with this ministry is by letting us know of people you notice who no longer are able to come to 
church.  You may recall someone — perhaps a fellow usher, a member of your circle, a member of WUMW/
WUMM, or someone who used to sit near you in church — who now is not able to attend services.  The Shep-
herd’s Fold will be conducting a meeting on February 2 at 2:00 p.m. in Room 171 to 
talk about current and future ministry issues — current members and anyone interest-
ed in the ministry are invited to attend.  The Shepherd’s Fold will also be hosting a 
Crossroads table February 7 between the services to provide information on the minis-
try and answer questions.    

If you have any questions or require additional information, you may contact Vikki 
DiToto (903-4976) or vikkilynn@cox.net. 

UMW Book 
Club 

The February meeting 
of the UMW Book Club will 
take place on Monday, 
February 8 at 7:00 p.m. at 
the home of Carol Brin-
kley, 207 Old Cart Road 
(Powhatan Secondary).   

We will be reading and 
discussing, I Am Malala, by Malala Yousefzai, in the 
Leadership Development category of the UMW 
Reading Program.  All are welcome.   

For more information, please contact Carol Brinkley 
(258-0617). 

The United Methodist Men’s 
Sweetheart Breakfast will be 
February 6, 8:00 a.m. in Fellow-
ship Hall. Bring your spouse or a 
guest and enjoy good food and 
entertainment. Full breakfast pro-
vided will cost $7.00 per person.  
Questions? Contact John Tressler 
or Peter Morgan.  

mailto:vikkilynn@cox.net
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Do you have an article for the Newsletter? 
 

If you would like to submit an article for publication in the Messenger, the dead-
line for submittals is the 15th of the month.  Articles submitted should be typed or 

neatly printed, limited to a 1/2 page in length and are subject to editing for grammar, 
spelling and content.  Please submit by e-mail to Lianne Koch at 

lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  Questions?  Please e-mail Lianne or call (229-1771). 

Stephen Ministry is lay caring ministry.  Stephen ministers are not counse-
lors or therapists; rather they are caring Christian friends who can offer a listen-
ing ear to help others through tough times in life.  Stephen Ministers are trained 
and supervised in their ministry.  If you are going through  a tough time and 
could use a friend, contact one of the  pastors and ask for a Stephen Minister.  
Stephen Ministers offer caring Christian friendship and concerned listening to 
people when they need it most. 

Disability Accessible Areas In the Sanctuary 
New chairs with arm rests have been placed in the sanctuary wheelchair accessible 

areas for worshipers who are unable to sit in the pews for the entire service.  Please 
reserve the chairs for those needing alternative seating.  The space provided is flexible 
and can be adjusted to accommodate special equipment and needs. 

  

Antique Appraisal & Luncheon 
  

To benefit Respite Care  
 

At Two Rivers Country Club at Governor’s Land 
 

Thursday, March 10 from 10:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m. 
 

$35 per person includes one appraisal item and delicious plated lunch 
 

A fun and interesting event for friends to attend together!  Seating limited to 
150 people, purchase tickets now.  Detailed information can be found on the church website  

(http://storage.cloversites.com/williamsburgunitedmethodistchurch/documents/Antique%
20Appraisal%20Luncheon%20Flyer.pdf).   

mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org
http://storage.cloversites.com/williamsburgunitedmethodistchurch/documents/Antique%20Appraisal%20Luncheon%20Flyer.pdf
http://storage.cloversites.com/williamsburgunitedmethodistchurch/documents/Antique%20Appraisal%20Luncheon%20Flyer.pdf
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Don’t Waste Time.  Pray! 
The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.  James 5:16 

Latvia — Hope Center 
 

"Global Outreach Supports The Hope Center" 
 

In November 2015, Gita Binane, the director of the Hope Center, was awarded the "Pride of Latvia" 
prize for her work and dedication at the Hope Center.  She was nominated by the young mothers at 
the center and the director of Social Services.  She was one of 200 who were nominated. An article 
about Gita was in the Latvia newspaper, "Diena", with her picture on the banner head.  She was 
awarded the prize at a gala with the president, ministers and others in attendance.  A film crew spent 
the day at the Center, and the video was part of the presentation at the gala. The whole event was tel-
evised on December 26.  Gita and her good work as well as her ministry at the Hope Center will be 
known to all of Latvia.  We are all proud of her as an individual and her work 
and ministry at the Hope Center.  Gita Mednis is also writing an article for the 
World Methodist Network.  She is sending the article to the Friends of Latvia 
newsletter so that all can see that our donations have been put to good use 
and will continue to be important in the lives of these young women and their 
babies. 

Your Global Outreach Team 

Have you ever sat fuming in a doctor’s waiting 
room long past your appointment time?  Or looked 
in vain for a tardy friend in a restaurant?  Or paced 
the floor in an airport waiting for a flight, hours 
overdue?  On such occasions, I’m sure one exasper-
ated phrase keeps running through your mind:    
“What a waste of time!” 

But want if I told you that we never have to 
waste time like that again? 

I had a friend, one of the saintliest men I ever 
met.  He was a missionary who became famous for 
his success in teaching illiterate people to read.  But 
he also was a man who took literally the line in the 
Bible that says pray without ceasing” (I Thessaloni-
ans 5:17), and accomplished this by using what he 
called “fractional prayer”.   

By that he meant that every day he used little 
blocks of time, which could have been frittered 
away otherwise, as prayer periods.  While waiting 
for a bus, instead of standing aimlessly at the bus 
stop, he filled those moments with prayer.  He 
prayed for other gather at the bus stop and that the 
purpose of the forthcoming bus ride might be 
blessed.  During other waiting times he spent the 
time thanking God for as many things as he could 

think of. 

My friend estimated that his “fractional prayers” 
added up to a total of two or three hours daily.  
When I made up my mind to follow his example, I 
found that the total duration of the short prayers 
that I offer during a day was quite similar. 

What an easy and satisfactory way to keep from 
wasting time!  You could start this prayer practice 
by setting aside one day in a week to try it.  Be as-
sured that you will find it so good that you will nev-
er want to stop! 

Keep me aware of all the 
little blocks of free time  

during my day, Lord, and 
let me learn to fill them 
with thoughts of You. 

 

By Norman Vincent Peale 
excerpted from  
Daily Guideposts 

For more information about our 
Prayer Ministry,  

contact Cindy Banek (229–1771) or 
cbanek@williamsburgumc.org. 

mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org
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Condolences 
   

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the families of 
those who have passed away during the month 

of January: 

Patrick Campbell Buchanan 

Ben Burdette, past Respite member 

Charlie Cooke 

Joe Dombrowski, Respite member 

John Fletcher 

Vi Gresham, Barbara Monteith's mother 

Marvin Hausman, Respite member 

Ann Troutman 

Russ Voorhis 

If you ever have a moment, stop 
by our website to see what’s going on at 
our church.  The address is 
www.williamsburgumc.org.  Find out about 
all the ministries and other activities that you 
or your family may be interested in joining!!  
We have something for everyone!! 

If you have any questions about something 
you see on our website, contact the church 
office (229-1771). 

Have you checked 
out our Website? 

WUMC Memorial Garden 
 

Some years ago, a group of visionary members 
of WUMC helped the church plan and create a Me-
morial Garden.  It was built on the southwest side 
of the sanctuary and dedicated to the glory of God 
in memory of Kevin Angles.  The Memorial Garden 
includes a columbarium, where the cremated re-
mains of those who have died can be placed in 
niches in the wall, and a central garden area in the 
shape of a cross, where cremated remains can be 
committed to the ground.  The garden was created 
as a beautiful, peaceful place, a place of memory 
and hope.  The large dedication stone tablet was 
engraved with the words from Isaiah 43: 

  

Fear not, for I have redeemed you;  

I have called you by name, you are mine.  

When you pass through the waters I will be with 
you. 

 

As many familiar with the Memorial Garden al-
ready know, the Garden has suffered some damage 
that makes it temporarily less peaceful and beauti-
ful.  Last winter, a frozen water line ruptured and 
dislodged the dedication stone tablet, fracturing it.  
A replacement stone was ordered (from Africa) and 
has been engraved.  It is ready to install.  In the 
meantime, however, some additional damage oc-
curred.  Some of the decorative structure immedi-
ately around the dedication tablet broke, and the 
new dedication stone tablet cannot be installed until 
the damage is fully repaired.  The Memorial Garden 
Committee and the Trustees have been working 
very hard to understand the scope of the damage, 
solicit bids for repair work, 
and make sure that any 
repairs are done so that 
they will last for many, 
many years to come. 

It is painful to see the 
damage in the Memorial 
Garden, but it is good to 
know that the damage will 
be repaired soon in a way 
that ensures that the pur-
poses of the Garden will 
be fulfilled well into the 
future.   

For further questions about the Memorial Garden, 
contact Helen Casey-Rutland,  

Minister of Congregational Care (229-1771 ext 357). 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org


 

12 

The Messenger 

A Monthly Publication of 

Williamsburg United Methodist Church  

500 Jamestown Rd., Williamsburg, VA 23185 

Church Office (757-229-1771) 

www.williamsburgumc.org 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

As unusual as our weather has been lately, who knows what tomorrow will bring.  Today, though, as 
snow flurries dance outside my window, it appears winter has arrived.  Escape the chill.   Find a warm, comfy 
chair and curl up with a good book from our church library.  Recent additions to our adult collection include 
PATHS TO PRAYER, “a whole-person approach to prayer that takes into account each person’s individuality 
and doesn’t assume we all relate to God in the same way.”  Among the many prayer practices you’ll encoun-
ter are the daily office, the prayer shawl, centering prayer, prayer beads and praying the scriptures.  Or 
check out THE MONASTERY OF THE HEART in which popular author Joan Chittister “delivers a roadmap 
based on the ancient Rule of Benedict that stands as a practical model upon which to build a satisfying life.” 

New for our our children are I’D KNOW YOU ANYWHERE, a heartfelt masterpiece by Nancy Tillman 
celebrating the joys of imagination and the comfort of always knowing that you are loved.  Our thanks to 
Joyce Hedgepeth for her gift of this book in honor of her great grandchildren.  And thanks to Linda Hansell 
for her gift of WHAT PET SHOULD I GET? by Dr. Seus, given in memory of her daughter.  In this never-
before seen picture book a brother and a sister visit a pet store to pick a pet.  Can they decide on one?  Of 
course not!  While capturing a classic childhood moment, this book illumi-
nates a life lesson:  “it is hard to make up your mind, but sometimes you 
just have to do it!”  Also of special interest for the children this month as 
we celebrate Valentine’s Day are books on love and friendship...and let’s 
not forget Punxsutawney Phil and snow time. 

 

“Good friends, good books and a sleepy conscience:  this is the ideal life.”  

– Mark Twain 
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